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SUBJECT: TERMINAL BENEFITS FOR NASA EMPLOYEES 
REF: TANANARIVE 1995, STATE 287388, TANANARIVE 2049 

1. NOW THAT ENGLISH TEXT OF MALAGASY LABOR LAW PROVISIONS 
HAS BEEN RECEIVED (REF C), DEPT AND NASA EXPECT TO 
RESOLVE REMAINING QUESTIONS CONCERNING TERMINAL PAYMENTS 
SHORTLY. 

2. RE RECENT MFA NOTE AND PROPOSED REPLY (REF A), DO NOT 
BELIEVE PROPOSED EMBASSY NOTE ADEQUATE IN THAT IT REFERS 
TO HOLIDAY AND VACATION PAYMENT ALREADY MADE. 

3. FOLLOWING IS ALTERNATIVE TEXT IF POST STILL WISHES TO 
MAKE INTERIM RESPONSE IN ADVANCE OF FINAL LEGAL OPINION. 

COMPLIMENTARY OPENING. 

QUOTE DELAY IN RESOLVING PAYMENT OF TERMINAL BENEFITS TO 
FORMER NASA EMPLOYEES HAS BEEN CAUSED PRIMARILY BY INABILITY 
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PERSONNEL RECORDS AND CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF APPLICABLE 

PORTIONS OF MALAGASY LABOR LAWS. AS GOMR IS AWARE, NASA 
WAS ORIGINALLY PROHIBITED FROM OBTAINING ANY RECORDS FROM 
THE STATION. FOLLOWING DEPARTURE OF ALL U.S. STATION 
PERSONNEL, ESTIMATES WERE PREPARED BUT VERIFICATION OF 
THE DATA HAS BEEN MOST DIFFICULT. QUESTIONABLE PORTIONS 
OF ESTIMATES REQUIRE LEGAL REVIEW OF MALAGASY LABOR LAWS, 
RELEVANT PROVISIONS OF WHICH NASA HAS ONLY RECENTLY OB 
TAINED. NASA IS NOW REVIEWING EARLIER ESTIMATES ON THE 
BASIS OF THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CALCULATING TERMINAL 
PAYMENTS. UPON COMPLETION OF CURRENT REVIEW OF APPLICABLE 
LAW AND AVAILABLE DOCUMENTATION, NASA WILL ATTEMPT TO 
RESOLVE TERMINAL PAY ISSUE EXPEDITIOUSLY. END QUOTE. 

COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. 

4. IN VIEW OF ARREST OF RICHARD RAVOLOJAONA, AND NEED TO 
RECALCULATE ANY BENEFITS DUE, PLEASE FORWARD BY POUCH ALL 
RECORDS PRESENTLY AT EMBASSY. 

5. FYI. IF UPON RECEIPT OF PAY RECORDS CURRENTLY AT 
EMBASSY BY NASA, STILL OTHERS ARE REQUIRED WE WILL CONSULT 
WITH EMBASSY RE BEST METHOD OF OBTAINING THEM, INCLUDING 
POSSIBILITY THAT NASA MAY WISH TO SEND BENDIX EMPLOYEE 

TO TANANARIVE. END FYI. KISSINGER 
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